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BOSTON, JULY 1, 1994. 
Hon. THomMas M. MENINO 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 


Sir,—In compliance with section 24, chapter 3 of the 
Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Commissioners 
respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION 


In accordance with Chapter 236 of the Acts of 1966, as 
amended, registration was held as follows: 

At the central office from 9 A.M. to 5 P.M., Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays excepted: from July 1, 1993, to June 
30, 1994. 

At the central office from 9 A.M. to 9 P.M., from August 27, 
to September 1, 1993, inclusive, excluding Sunday, August 
8; from October 7, to October 13, 1993, excluding Sunday, 
October 9, 1993. 

At the central office from 9 A.M. to 10 P.M., August 28, 
1993, for the Preliminary Election; October 9, 1993, for the 


City Election. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2010 with funding from 
Boston Public Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/annualreportofbo1993bost 
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Military personnel may register to vote up to and 
including Election Day. 

In answer to many requests for special registration under 
Mass. General Laws Chapter 51, Section 42B, at schools, 
colleges, nursing homes, and other principal places of 
activity, extra sessions were held to satisfy these requests. 

Physically disabled: In accordance with the provisions of 
Chapter 196 of the Acts of 1946, as amended, persons who 
were eligible to register and vote but unable to appear at a 
registration office due to physical disability were registered 
in private homes or health care facilities in which they 
resided at the time of their requests. Persons so registered or 
found on the voting list were furnished with an application 
for absentee ballots. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS 


At the State Election, held on November 4, 1992, the 
number of registered voters on the list was 254,208. The 
number of voters on the first list published by the Board for 
1993 was 182,276. From that time to the close of 
registration for the City Election there were added the 
names of 50,952 voters. Included in this figure are the 
names of 8,211 voters who were restored to the voting list 
without registration under the provisions of Chapter 244 of 
the Acts of 1947, as amended, and Chapter 555 of the Acts of 
1973, as amended. The number of voters on the day of the 
City Election, held on November 5, 1993, was 233,228, a 
decrease of 20,980 voters on the list preceding the City 
Election. 


NOMINATION PAPERS, AND 
REFERENDUM PETITIONS 


The Board received 4,589 nomination papers for the City 
Preliminary on which 41,947 names were certified; 10,050 
referendum petitions on which 100,148 names were 
certified. 


RECOUNTS PETITIONS 


There were three offices where recount petitions were 
submitted following the City Election, for the Office of 
District City Councillor in District 7, 8 and 9, the number of 
recount petitions submitted was 85 papers on which 496 
names were certified. 
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RECOUNTS 


A recount of votes cast in the City Election for the office of 
District City Councillor in District 7 was held on November 
17, 1993. A recount of votes cast in the City Election for the 
office of District City Councillor in District 8 was held on 
November 10, 1993. A recount of votes cast in the City 
Election for the office of District City Councillor in District 
9 was held on November 18, 1993. 


REVISION OF THE VOTING LIST 


The names of 63,828 voters were stricken from the voting 
list by reason of death, removal from the city, and other 
causes. 


JURORS 


As provided under Mass. General Law, Chapter 43, the 
office of the Jury Commissioner has assumed the 
responsibility for the selection of jurors in Suffolk County. A 
list of all residents in Boston was provided for the Jury 
Commission prior to June 1 as required by law. 


PuBuic Law 98-435 


The Board of Election Commissioners undertook a 
survey of all the City’s polling locations for compliance with 
the Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped 
Act, Public Law 98-435. All sites are to be in compliance by 
September 1986. The Boston Election Commission is in full 
compliance with this law. 
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ABSENTEE VOTING 


Absentee voting applied to the City Preliminary and to 
the City Election in accordance with Chapter 632 of the 
Acts of 1968, Chapter 920 of the Acts of 1971, and Chapter 
123 of the Acts of 1966, as amended, regulating the method 
of processing and counting absentee ballots made it 
mandatory that, after the processing and examination of the 
affidavits in the central office is completed, the absentee 
ballots must be sent to the precinct polling places to be cast 
and counted; then the said count of absentee ballots cast had 
to be added to the count of votes cast by use of the voting 
machines, so that the precinct total could be recorded and 
reported at the precinct level. 

Chapter 267 of the Acts of 1975 allowed that absentee 
ballots received on election day shall be processed and 
examined in the central office and may be counted at the 
office at the hour of closing the polls. After the canvass and 
the count has been completed, each precinct tally sheet, 
official returns book and check list shall be amended when 
delivered to the central office. 

Chapter 368 of the Acts of 1966, further regulating 
absentee voting, made it possible for a registered voter who 
would be absent from the city on the day of the election, and 
who had no mailing address outside of Boston to which a 
ballot could be mailed and seasonably returned in time to be 
sent to the polling place before the close of the polls on 
election day, to receive a ballot in hand and vote by such 
ballot in the central office before he departed from the city. 

On July 21, 1984, the Governor signed Chapter 241 of the 
Acts of 1984, “an act further regulating absentee voting by 
certain overseas citizens of the Commonwealth” to be 
effective immediately. 

The new law makes two changes in the law for 
Massachusetts residents who are absentee voters outside 
the United States. 

1. For all primaries and elections, the law eliminates the 
present requirement that these voters vote in the 
presence of an official and have their signatures 
notarized on the inner absentee ballot envelope. 

2. For State general elections only (for example, the 
November 6, 1984, Presidential Election), the law 


requires you to count absentee ballots mailed by voters 


vl 
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on or before election day, if you receive them on or 
before the tenth day after the election. 


New statutes make the following changes in the absentee 
voting laws: 


1. 


Local election officials must now send an absentee 
ballot application, completed by the official so far as 
possible except for the voter’s signature, to every voter 
whose name is on the certified permanently disabled 
list, no later than twenty-eight days before every 
primary and election. (chapter 383, 1/13/86) 


. Temporarily disabled voters no longer need to attest to 


this fact under the penalties of perjury in their 
absentee ballot applications. (chapters 477, 12/6/85, 
562, 12/9/85) 


. The parent of a registered voter who is a student at a 


Massachusetts college or university may now apply for 
an absentee ballot on behalf of that student. (chapter 
599, 3/19/86) 


. “Federal service personnel’ are now known as 


“specially qualified voters;’ because this category 
includes all residents absent from the state and 
prisoners. (chapter 477, 12/6/85) 


. The notarization requirement on absentee ballot 


envelopes is abolished for all primaries and elections. 
Instead voters formerly required to vote in the 
presence of a notary public must now vote in the 
presence of any person at least 18 years old. Voters 
formerly exempt from the notarization requirement 
(those certified as permanently disabled, or voting 
outside the United States) remain exempt from the 
new witness requirement. (chapter 562, 12/9/85) 


. If the city or town clerk or two registrars of voters 


designate a health care facility (such as a nursing 
home) for supervised absentee voting in writing at 
least 28 days before a primary or election, no absentee 
ballots will be mailed there. Instead, a registrar or two 
assistant registrars will hand deliver the absentee 
ballots, witness the voting, and return to the election 
office with the ballots in their custody. (chapter 562, 
12/9/85) 


. Voters who state under penalty of perjury in their 


application that they have been admitted to a health 
care facility after noon of the fifth day before any 
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primary or election, may also have their absentee 


ballot hand delivered and witnessed by a registrar or 
two assistant registrars, or if the city or town clerk 
allows it, by a close relative of the voter. (chapter 562, 
12/9/85) 

. Absentee ballots received on election day (or within 
ten days after, from voters outside the United States in 
a state election), and counted in the clerk’s office 
rather than at the polls, need no longer be counted by 
“two election officers,’ but may be counted by clerical 


personnel. (chapter 477, 12/6/85) 


Set forth below are statistics relating to absentee ballots in 


1993. 
September November 
1993 1993 
City City 
Preliminary Election 
Applications Received 
Civilian 594 — 
Physically Disabled 1,223 = 
Specially Qualified Voters 26 — 
Total 1843 3,610 
Applications Rejected 
Civilian 10 32 
Physically Disabled 12 22 
Specially Qualified Voters 0 0 
Total 22 54 
Ballots Mailed to or in Hand 
Civilian 500 912 
Physically Disabled 2,002 2.602 
Specially Qualified Voters 170 69 
Total 2,672 3,583 
Ballots Returned 
Civilian 1340 820 
Physically Disabled 680 2,501 
Specially Qualified Voters 5 120 
Total 2,025 3,441 
Ballots Rejected by Examiners 
Prior to Sending to Polls 
All Classes 12 37 
Ballots Sent to Polling Places 
All Classes 1,979 3,404 
Ballots Returned Unclaimed 5 12 
Ballots Returned Too Late to be Cast 116 321 
Number of Election Day 
Complaints Received 134 164 
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DISTRICT REPRESENTATION 


In accordance with Chapter 549 of the Acts of 1977, 
further amended by Chapter 605 of the Acts of 1982, the 
City Council passed an ordinance establishing nine City 
Councillor Districts and nine School Committee Districts 
to take effect for the 1983 City Preliminary and City 
Election. 

The Board was advised by the Corporation Counsel that a 
Federal Court Order had struck down the City Council 
Ordinance and ordered a new delineation of several 
precincts of the city into new districts and further ordered 
the City to set new election dates if required. 

The above changes resulted in a Home Rule Petition 
being drafted by the City Council and passed by the 
Legislature, designating new dates for the City Preliminary 
and City Election. Also, resulting in a redrafting of the 
political calendar for the year 1983. (Copies of the above 
Acts, Orders and Ordinances are on file in this office.) 


The following is a revised District breakdown: 


DISTRICT 1 DISTRICT 6 
Ward 1 Ward 10, Prec. 6, 7, 8,9 
Ward 2 Ward 11, Prec. 6 to 10 
Ward 3, Prec. 1 to5 Ward 19, Prec. 1 to 6, 8,9 
Ward 20, Prec. 3, 5 to 7, 10 to 20 
DISTRICT 2 
Ward _ 3, Prec. 7, 8 DISTRICT 7 
Ward 4, Prec. 1 to 4 Ward 4, Prec. 8,9 
Ward _ 5, Prec. 1 Ward 7, Prec. 10 
Ward 6 Ward 8, Prec. 3 to 7 
Ward 7, Prec. 1 to 9 Ward 9, Prec. 3 to 5 
Ward 8, Prec. 1, 2 Ward 11, Prec. 1 to5 
Ward 9, Prec. 1, 2 Ward 12 
Ward 13, Prec. 1, 2, 4, 5, 
DISTRICT 3 
Ward 13, Prec. 3, 6 to 10 DISTRICT 8 
Ward 15 Ward 3, Prec. 6 
Ward 16 Ward 4, Prec. 5,6, 7,10 
Ward 17, Prec. 4, 9, 11 to 14 Ward 5, Prec. 2 to 10 
Ward 10, Prec. 2, 3, 4,5 
DISTRICT 4 Ward 21, Prec. 1, 2 
Ward 14 
Ward 17, Prec. 1 to 3,5 to 8, 10 DISTRICT 9 
Ward 18, Prec. 1 to 5, 21 Ward 21, Prec. 3 to 16 
Ward 22 
DISTRICT 5 


Ward 18, Prec. 6 to 20, 22, 23 
Ward 19, Prec. 7, 10 to 13 
Ward 20, Prec. 1, 2, 4, 8, 9 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD 


Jovita Fontanez continued as Chairperson. Everette 
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Sheppard as Secretary, William F. Arrigal, Jr, and James M. 
Killilea as members. Fontanez and Killilea represent the 
Democratic Party, while Sheppard and Arrigal represent the 
Republican Party. 


EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


The expenses of the Election Department for fiscal 1993 
amounted to $3,046,000. 


JOviTA FONTANEZ, Chairperson, 
EVERETTE SHEPPARD, 
WILLIAM F. ARRIGAL, JR., 
JAMEs M. KILLILEA, 
Board of Election Commissioners. 
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POPULATION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON 


As returned by the Bureau of the Census, 1990 


AE Le UR ren Er Airhead cr PEIN SAT AIM teeta LIT Mente 32,941 
Ward Qe scree ie al tote ence tk MMS Aral AT AUR a aD aR Ce 14,718 
Ward 3: sc Ai scade as ts ad dteccho ate te Maye ire tts sees ke Sau Agen atobe> 25,407 
Ward Ay ice evan tile muses cleanest ance thay Ree ak Eien eae ne eal a aie 28,789 
Ward ies. Hie iicd age atdaca ty ci gen onlay a ne ALR Wr re aiaa s da, ulepaale easace 36,002 
Wardi6) «7 si)... chert Gein aes etal nian pe ulema 15,470 
Ward ity Gee eR | RIDE: I MAE I SRR ER A MUERTE ORR 19,991 
Wardi8) i. Gektle heowih Sa aiken Reap inane terme itis Molt Bee eee es 11,588 
Ward 9% ct at eee ie et te aes Sa ey oa See 14,767 
Ward 123 eevee seer aera telcos era eT RET eeetne tare ten ater nn aaa 22,282 
Ware DOD cans ccotsiusay kus cra ca cliente sey eae ate ted, nave CRM ST NT SE Rc ota 20,177 
Ward ih ciyiee se erat cyan akan IN age a cereale SER ae aaa Nee 17,698 
Wan cil Shiarceee nares unas Sn ence peuea trehene sen Rye SIE (OR aie TR Se A 18,110 
Wardha er cpe sire seb aio Sea bel rac ale Wren Pat eat ACO See na ne MLO 31,196 
Warde aes aiatat alin ayaa thistle |e MIA in one np i RU a 18,124 
Wari l Ghicnc te Nice NE 22k I Ost da TCE At a RO 24,241 
Wear bigs seccee Setters Ghulbayeucte conta ie cia meter at dcr eta eta ae iat a OE tes 25,737 
Ward QS i os ares ae aH Satin | Soa tac a ea Aaa A eid 56,309 
Ward 19) orate oy ed a a Cea ng Ub il RUisn  Onmn  OESTAS MAae e eaPau Ce 23,773 
Ward 20) i) sais Giecatyntaiare oroutnsuerecopeuerecaeee tien anata eaten tere Re nar mae 39,477 
AYs(E co ld Ups aera a a eR see etre ERC eee act alah Coa) ara ha Ration 47,011 
Ward oe eae Sera cas San icee any lege ante tan Lari Gini kei eta ene Gn ee 29,193 

Mota 2) fei Meiatensp llay etsy 25 acl i ail ce A eater aU ea ee NDS asa oe ee 573,001 

Boston/Harbor Islands) 2.2.5. 4/.ien cae eeeiels © seraie Slt oer 1,282 


Total’ — CityokBostony hal aces eee ee ae eto eos 574,283 
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VOTES CAST AT 
PRELIMINARY CITY ELECTION 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1993 
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